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the earliest of which, designed by Lanchester and Rickards, effec-
tively displays the latter's characteristic baroque detail.

Perhaps even more successful are the less ambitious buildings of
the provinces, which, like the " near-Ckssic " buildings of the
seventeenth century, have a good deal of charm, and are indeed
much more scholarly than those earlier examples. In this category
we may pkce the minor work of the Lutyens school, and such
municipal buildings as those at Worthing (Cowles Voysey),
Taunton (Vincent Harris) and Norwich (C H. James and Rowland
Pierce), As already noted, design is almost entirely in the hands
of London architects and their pupils, no effective regionalism being
evident, apart from the work of the Liverpool School of Archi-
tecture and its followers, again owing their main inspiration to
London.

A growing rationalization and simplification now become
apparent, as in the work of Edward Maufe (Guildford Cathedral)
and Grey Wornum (Royal Institute of British Architects, Portland
Place). It even invades such work of Sk Edwin Lutyens as his
Vincent Street flats, Westminster.

At the beginning of the century, housing conditions were still
very bad (see p. 102). It was only just becoming realized that ade-
quate housing must be provided for the poorer classes, even though
this was palpably impossible at an economic rent Local authorities
began to provide blocks of cottages or tenements for poor people,
but as the official architect was at yet seldom well trained in design,
the result was not wholly admirable, It must in fairness be added
that the outside consultant was often quite as bad, and it was not
until after the great war of 1914-18 that any noticeable improve-
ment occurred* Housing was then so great a problem that it was
tackled on a large scale, often with excellent results, as in the work
of the Loadon County Council under their then architect, Topham
Forrest. Estates such as Roehamptoa are architecturally excellent,
as are some provincial housing schemes, notably those at Win-
chester (Curtis Green) and some by Hennell and James, and by Cecil
Howitt. By the thirties, it began to be realized that the garden
suburb was not a complete solution of the problem, and great
blocks of flats began to be erected in London, Leeds, Liverpool,
and elsewhere. By this time the official architect was becoming a
man of great power and prestige, and it WBS soon apparent that the
Government and municipalities were to become the principal
patrons of atchitecto^e in die future, just as tie Church Bad been in
the Middle Ages, or tie gentry In the eighteenth century.

In private houses, tie tendency was towards greater convenience
and domestic efficiency, though economy has often compelled
smaller rooms and lighter construction as the eeatuty has advanced
At first the ** olde wodde" Bouse was very much in vogue^ as